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T 1102352 JAN 72 SENSITIVE EXCLUSIVELY EYES 


ONLY VIA BUNKER CHANNELS 
FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER 


TO: 


AMBASSADOR BUNKc.fi, SAIGON 


CITE : WHS 2003 

JANUARY 10, 19 72 

FROM 5 HENRY A. KISSINGER 

TO: AMBASSADOR BUNKER -IMMED I ATE 

REF: SAIGON 0009 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR MESSAGE. FOLLOWING ARE THE ANSWERS TO 
THE QUESTIONS RAISED BY THIEU, KEYED TO THE SUBPARAGRAPHS 
CR YOUR PARAGRAPH 2: 

(A) THE NEW DATES WOULD BE MARCH 1 AND SEPTEMBER 1, 1972 
(R A SIX-MONTH PERIOD . WITH PASSAGE OF TIME AND FURTHER WITH- 
DRAWALS WE BELIEVE WE CAN PROPOSE SIX MONTHS WHICH WOULD CARRY 
U3 EEYOND DATE OF ORIGINAL PROPOSAL IN ANY EVENT. THIS HAS THE 
ADDED DOMESTIC ADVANTAGE OF COINCIDING WITH THE MANSFIELD 
RESOLUTION. HOWEVER, IF THIEU IS SENSITIVE ABOUT THIS CHANGE 
WE CAN STICK WITH SEVEN MONTHS. 


Z'’ r-c.’i.oX 

/ 's'' 


I 

4> 

4 


\ .V 


■a \ 
> ■ 
-•-> i 


DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

NSC Memo, 1 1/24/98, State Dept. Guidelines 
By HM. . NARA, Date U2&SL . 




Declassified 

Photocopy from Gerald R. Ford Library 



(B) THE PRESIDENT WILL MAKE A MAJOR ADDRESS, STILL SET 

FOR THE EVENING OF JANUARY 18 WASHINGTON TIME. HE WILL EMPHASIZE 
THAT NOT ONLY THIS PROPOSAL BUT THE WHOLE NEGOTIATING PROCESS 
WAS WORKED OUT IN CLOSE CONSULTATION WITH THIEU THROUGHOUT. 
i£ WOULD POINT OUT THEIU’S EXTREMELY FORTHCOMING POSTURE ON 
fEGOTlATIONS. 

(C) IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS WE SHOULD APPLY THIS CLOSE 
COORDINATION TO THE LATEST PROPOSAL. WE COULD SAY THAT AFTER 
GETTING THIEU'S CONCURRENCE TO THE PROPOSAL WE PASSED IT TO 
THE OTHER SIDE IN PARIS IN ADVANCE OF THE MEETING WHICH THEY 
SUBSEQUENTLY ABORTED. WE ARE RECEPTIVE TO SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS 
THIEU MIGHT HAVE ON THIS OR ANY OTHER ASPECT OF PUBLICLY 
EXPLAINING OUR CONSULTATION PROCESS. 

(D) ON NEUTRALITY WE WOULD EMPHASIZE THAT THIS MUST 

APPLY TO ALL THE COUNTRIES OF INDOCHINA, AND THAT METHODS MUST 
BE SOUGHT TO STRENGTHEN INTERNATIONAL GUARANTEES OF NEUTRALITY 

IN INDOCHINA OVER PAST PERFORMANCE. 

(E) THE PRESIDENT WILL SAY THAT NOT HAVING HEARD ANY REACTION 
FROM THE OTHER SIDE, HE IS INSTRUCTING AMBASSADOR PORTER TO 
FRESENT THE PROPOSAL FORMALLY AT THE NEXT PARIS PLENARY, 

I.E., JANUARY 20. ^ 
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CF) YOU TOOK THE RIGHT LINc. ON SPECIFICITY. V.'E BELIEVE THIS 
IS ESSENTIAL TO ACHIEVE OUR PRIMARY OBJECTIVE OF REVEALING 
OUR IMPRESSIVE RECORD AND PUTTING THE OTHER SIDE ON THE DEFENSIVE. 
IT MINIMIZES THE OTHER SIDES ABILITY TO DISTORT THE PRIVATE 


RECORD . 

WARM REGARDS. 
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